Third Annual Hispanic Genealogy Conference
Sponsored by the OLT-Hispanic Legacy Research Center & 

Colorado Society of Hispanic Genealogy

Saturday September 15, 2007: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Clements Community Center-City of Lakewood
1580 Yarrow Lakewood, CO

: 
9:30- 10:30  Rick Manzanares, Colorado Historical Society curator of Fort Garland Museum, Topic: The famous Fort Garland of the Civil War years.
Born in Valmora New Mexico during the baby-boom years, Rick Manzanares is a product of his early New Mexico culture.  Until age 8, he lived with his grandmother, Beatriz Sanchez Aragon in a small ranch 20 miles south of Wagon Mound, New Mexico.  He attended Southern Colorado State College (today named Colorado State University at Pueblo) and graduated with a B.A. in Social Sciences, specializing in history and political science, with a minor in Spanish, his native language. Currently, he is the Museum Director at the Fort Garland Museum, Fort Garland, Colorado.  He serves on several volunteer boards and committees including, Chair, Costilla County Lodging Tax Board, Steering Committee, Proposed Sangre de Cristo National Heritage Area, member, Costilla County Economic Development Council, and several other advisory boards.  Rick speaks Spanish fluently and has long been interested in culture, language and history.  His interests have taken him to Mexico several times, Spain and Peru where he visited many cultural institutions and archeological ruins.  Each year he assists the San Luis Museum and Cultural Center with an exhibit on Dias de los Muertos, as well as other exhibits.  

Break: 10:30-10:45
10:45-11:45:  James Jeffrey, Denver Public Library, Genealogy & Western History Dept. Topic: Denver Public Library Resources for Military Research 
James K. Jeffrey is the Collection Specialist in Genealogy at the

Denver Public Library. He is the 2004 recipient of the P. William Filby Award for Excellence in Genealogical Librarianship from the National Genealogical Society. He is president of Wales, Ireland, Scotland, England, Family History Society.  James is past-president of the Colorado Council of Genealogical

Societies and of The Society of Rocky Mountain Archivist. He is a trustee of the International Society for British Genealogy and Family History.  

He is a member of the National Genealogical Society, Colorado Genealogical Society, Virginia Genealogical Society, Sons of the American Revolution, 

General Society of Colonial Wars, Order of Descendants of Ancient Planters, 

and the Descendants of Washington*s Army at Valley Forge.  

Lunch: 11:45-12:30
12:30-1:30: Val Sena, The Civil War in New Mexico, Militia of New Mexico and the Navajo round up: 

Val Sena is a retired Denver Public Schools Middle School Principal although originally from Fort Garland, Colorado.  After graduating from Adams State College, he taught at Centennial Union High School in San Luis.  Although he was a Physics and Mathematics major while in college, he was always trying to find out more about the history of the San Luis Valley and particularly Costilla County.  After retirement, he became interested in genealogy after  discovering that two of his ancestors served in the Civil War in New Mexico. He saw two  large photographs of Hispanic soldiers, Captain Rafael Chacon and Captain Julian Espinosa at  the  Fort Pueblo museum and upon further investigation he discovered that both men were from New Mexico, but later settled in Colorado; Chacon in Trinidad and Espinosa in La Garita, near Center, Colorado.   Mr. Sena studied the Civil War in New Mexico and found out that over five thousand Hispanics and Native Americans participated in that war, among them were Chacon, Espinosa, and Val’s relatives.   He made detailed studies of the battles, went to the battle sites, took photographs and has made presentations of his findings to the Colorado Genealogy Society, the Colorado Society of Hispanic Genealogy, The Friends of Fort Garland, and other Community Associations.  He has compiled a list of Civil War Veterans from Costilla County, Conejos County, Rio Grande County, and Saguache County.  Alamosa County did not exist during the Civil War. Val also plays the violin, specializing in ancient Hispanic folk music from Northern New Mexico and Southern Colorado

Break:1:30–1:45

1:45-2:45 Tom Keller, Korean War Veteran; Topic: Experiences in the Korean War; 
Tom was raised in Southern California. He graduated from California State University at Los Angeles with a BA in Industrial Psychology and an MA in Social Science. Tom’s post Graduate studies were in Education, and History. He then taught college classes. His military service in the US Army was served during the Korean War. He landed in Inchon and served most of his time in Pusan, Korea. Tom retired in 2000 from his job as a Real Estate & Insurance Broker and Owner for over 35 years. 

Currently he is a historian and speaker, with topics such as Korea: The Forgotten War; Japan Surrender: Sept. 2, 1945; Great Battleships of the Past- U.S.S. Missouri; Nikola Tesla - Forgotten Genius; Real Story of Mutiny on the Bounty. Over the years, Tom’s interest in the Military has grown to where he prides himself as a Military Historian and Professional Speaker. Tom is in the process of gathering information and materials to incorporate into a book he is writing about the Korean War. 
2:45-3:45 Jose A. Esquibel: Topic: For God, King and Self-Preservation: Military Service in Seventeenth-Century New Mexico. This session will provide a perspective on the military system in seventeenth-century New Mexico and the joint military cooperation that existed between soldiers and Pueblo warriors before the Pueblo Indian uprising of 1680, which was restored in 1694.
 Jose Antonio Esquibel is a genealogical researcher and author of over sixty articles related to Spanish Colonial genealogy and history with particular focus on New Mexico. With John B. Colligan he is co-author of The Spanish Recolonization of New Mexico: An Account of the Families Recruited in Mexico City, 1693, Albuquerque, 1999, which chronicles the history and genealogy of fifty-six families that came from Mexico City to Santa Fe, arriving in June 1694. He is co-author of The Royal Road: El Camino Real from Mexico City to Santa Fe, with Christine Preston and Douglas Preston, published by the University of New Mexico Press, 1998. Jose recently published with Charles M. Carrillo, A Tapestry of Kinship: The Web of Influence Among Escultores and Carpinteros of the Parish of Santa Fe, 1790-1850, Albuquerque LPD Press, 2004.He has contributed to three anthologies on New Mexico history and has served as a research consultant for the Vargas Project (UNM) and El Camino Real Project. 
Registration Form
Name (s): __________________________________________________________

Organization: _______________________________________________________

Where did you hear about the conference? _________________________________

 Fee: $22.00 may be paid in advance or at time of registration

 __________________________________________________________________

Box Lunch: $8:00 by advance order only, deadline is September 8, 2007

Food Choices: Roast Beef #______: Turkey # ______: Tuna # _______

Make checks payable to OLT-HLRC

Mail to 
OLT-HLRC



PO BOX 140978



Edgewater, CO 80214-0978

Inquiries: Margaret Turner 
(303) 237-2550    mturner67@peoplepc.com
 
   Joe Gallegos  
(720) 566-9816        jsgallegos@earthlink.net
 
* UDI’s delicious sandwiches will be offered with pre-registration only
